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SUBJECT: FORMATION OF MALAWI MILITIA 

1. AT SEPTEMBER 9 CEREMONY OFFICIALLY OPENING MALAWI'S 
NEW MILITARY COLLEGE, PRESIDENT BANDA ANNOUNCED THAT A 
"MILITIA"IS BEING FORMED. HE DID NOT GIVE OTHER DETAILS 
EXCEPT THAT HE DESCRIBED THE MILITIA AS "A CIVILIAN ARMY" 
WHICH WOULD HELP THE REGUALAR ARMY TO DEFEND MALAWI IN 
TIMES OF CRISIS AND THAT RECRUITS WOOULD BE TRAINED FOR 

6 TO 12 WEEKS EACH YEAR IN THEIR OWN DISTRICT. 

2. POSSIBILITY OF THE FORMATION OF A MILITIA HAD BEEN 
MENTIONED EARLIER (DAOIR NO. 6881006477 DATED 18 MAY 77 AND HAD 
ALSO RECENTLY BEEN REPORTED TO US BY MICHAEL BLACKWOOD, 
BLANTYRE LAWYER WHO WAS LEADER OF THE EUROPEAN SETTLERS 
IN MALAWI BEFORE INDEPENDENCE. ACCORDING TO BLACKWOOD, 
ARMY COMMANDER GENERAL MATEWERE HAD RECENTLY BEEN IN 
EUROPE SHOPPING FOR WEAPONS FOR THE MILITIA 
(PRESUMABLY USED SMALL ARMS) SINCE MATEWERE WOULD 
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BE COMMANDER OF THE MILITIA AS WELL AS THE ARMY. 

3. COMMENT: WE ARE INCLINED TO FEEL THAT BANDA 

IS WORRIED ABOUT CONTINUED AND PERHAPS PROGRESSIVELY 
WORSE INSTABILITY IN THIS PART OF AFRICA SINCE THE 
RHODESIAN PROBLEM DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE RESOLVING 
ITSELF. HE MAY ALSO BE WORRIED THAT EVEN IF THE RHODESIAN 
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SITUATION IS FINALLY RESOLVED, MALAWI MAY EVENTUALLY 
BECOME A TARGET OE LEET WING EORCES IN AERICA SINCE 
MALAWI'S IDEOLOGICAL ORIENTATION IS RATHER DIEEERENT 
EROM THOSE OF ITS NEIGHBORS. 
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